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Work linked to the youth work curriculum 

Key Curriculum Cluster 
Number of pieces of work 

undertaken this term 

Communication 27 

Confidence & Agency 23 

Planning & Problem Solving 22 

Relationship & Leadership 21 

Creativity 15 

Resilience & Determination 15 

Managing Feelings 14 

Citizenship 25 
 

 

Annual Programme Targets 

 
Number of sessions 

undertaken this term 

Drug & Alcohol Awareness 1 

Healthy Relationships 12 

Mental Health & Wellbeing 18 

Healthy Lifestyles 21 

Arts based sessions 12 

Fitness focussed sessions 2 

Outdoor Education Sessions 0 

Community Cohesion Events 17 

Youth Voice 28 
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                             Examples of Good Practice 

Rochdale Borough Youth Cabinets:  

European Network of Regional and local Youth Platforms (ENRYP) – Elizabeth continued her 

travel by heading to Romania to meet with young people from across Europe.  They are 

working together to revitalise democracy, campaign on violence against women and discuss 

how digitalisation can help with these.  They also shared multicultural meals and did some 

fun tours whilst discussing how to bring these campaigns back home.  Elizabeth is now 

working with TfGM (Greater Manchester Transport), local schools, colleges and us at 

Rochdale Youth Service to bring the White Ribbon Campaign to Rochdale, sharing her Allyship 

work to train young people on violence against women and how to stop it.   

House of Commons – Members of the youth cabinets came down to London to support the 

2 Members of UK Youth Parliament (MYP) as they went into the House of Commons with Sir 

Lindsay Hoyle to debate on the key issues raised by young people across the UK.  Henry Leahy, 

MYP for Rochdale and Pennines, was on TV as he spoke about racism and discrimination; 

watch the clip here: UK Youth Parliament, morning session: Friday 4 November 2022 - Bing 

video and https://twitter.com/i/status/1588592208575594496  The final vote was to 

campaign for the next 2 years on the impact cost of living has on young people.  Whilst the 

MYPs were debating and supported by the Rochdale portfolio holder for Children’s Services 

and Education, Councillor Rachel Massey, other members of the youth cabinet were touring 

London!  We had great fun in the Sky Garden, Westminster, Hyde Park, the London Eye and 

ice skating in Canary Wharf, whilst bagging 200 miles between us to donate to the Walk to 

Pakistan appeal and help raise money to donate after the floods!   

Meetings with key decision makers – MYPs and DMYPs have met with Andy Gibson, the chair 

of head teachers meetings, to see what progress has been made since last seeing him and 

making further action points for the next term.  He will also feedback to schools and see what 

they can do to help.  Youth Cabinet members have met with local councillors including 

Councillor Rachel Massey and Councillor Liam O’Rourke to discuss their issues on 

environment, fast fashion and talk about the House of Commons.   

Youthforia – Members have attended 2 Youthforia meetings with young people from across 

the North West of England, firstly in Knowsley where we 

focused on Black History month and Joyce, DMYP for 

Rochdale and Pennines, delivered one of the workshops.  

The second was in Oldham looking at Environment issues, 

a regional ‘Making Your Mark’ vote and holding the annual 

steering groups elections, in which 3 representatives from Rochdale borough were voted in! 

AND…in addition to all this, the young people have somehow found time to be on the 

interview panel for the new transformation officer, been to events with other 

dignitaries such as Remembrance Sunday, participated in the LCEP consultation, 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=britsh+youth+council+house+of+commons+2022&&view=detail&mid=32F3564673BF49EB3E7532F3564673BF49EB3E75&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dbritsh%2Byouth%2Bcouncil%2Bhouse%2Bof%2Bcommons%2B2022%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=britsh+youth+council+house+of+commons+2022&&view=detail&mid=32F3564673BF49EB3E7532F3564673BF49EB3E75&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dbritsh%2Byouth%2Bcouncil%2Bhouse%2Bof%2Bcommons%2B2022%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://twitter.com/i/status/1588592208575594496
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had discussions with a guest from Sheffield University on Terrorism and Media, started 

attending the GM Bee Heard meetings to focus on Mental Health, oh, and at GMYCA (Greater 

Manchester Youth Combined Authority) they met with Andy Burnham, the Mayor of Greater 

Manchester!!  A former youth cabinet member was also on BBC saying what she had done 

with us back in Rochdale:  https://twitter.com/i/status/1582702506047508480   

Rochdale Borough Children’s Council: 

Sports Outside School – The Children’s Champion, Owen, has been working really hard on 

this manifesto point with the support of the Children’s Council.  He has met with Scott from 

YourTrust to discuss how they can support children’s having free activities and also raising 

awareness about what is already available for them across the borough.  We will be taking 

action to follow on from this whilst liaising with Rochdale AFC to see how they can help with 

football.  The work with the Crown Green Bowling has also continued and the young people 

are designing a poster over Christmas to advertise a free weekly 

session.  The winning poster will be voted for and shared in 

schools and the local Wardle community.   

Remembrance Sunday – As Owen lives in Middleton Township 

and was welcome to attend the local service, the Deputy 

Children’s Champion, Erin, was invited along with the MYP to 

support the Mayor at the Rochdale Remembrance Sunday event 

at Rochdale Cenotaph.  Erin and Henry spoke to many dignitaries 

and supported this solemn, special service very passionately.    

Consultations – children’s council members participated in the 

LCEP consultation around arts and culture opportunities, transport and the proposals for 2 

new primary schools to be built in Castleton and Heywood.  

They also shared their thoughts on the Cost of Living crisis, 

acting out scenarios on how they can support friends and 

families over Christmas who may be impacted by this. 

Democracy in Schools – we have also been teaming up with 

the Mayor of Rochdale, Councillor Ali Ahmed, and the 

Rochdale Borough Council Democracy team to deliver classes 

in primary school borough wide, teaching them about 

democracy and encouraging them to vote when old enough.   

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1582702506047508480
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The Zone  

 

Corporate Parenting Board - This term the young people have continued to be active members 

of Corporate Parenting Board (CPB) meetings now held at the youth centre. The young people 

have enjoyed having their voice heard and giving feedback to CPB about various issues affecting 

them as Cared for Young People.  

The young people have been actively involved in the presentations made to corporate parenting 

board both presenting their thoughts and feelings about what they would like to say, and updating 

what they have been doing at the youth club; as well as working alongside professionals to 

feedback and present to corporate parenting board. Examples of these are health and the virtual 

school which have been the most recent themes for CPB. The October meeting also was the first 

meeting that our new Cared for Children Ambassadors have been in office.  

Learning New Skills - The young people have continued to learn to cook this term, cooking dinner 

together each week. They have also had a film night, completed team building activities, such as 

quizzes and games, and have participated in various art activities. This has helped the group bond 

and grow in confidence.  

Activities - The cared for children ambassadors were part of a Young People’s Interview Panel for 

the job of Practice Manager at Our Place. The young people asked interview questions that they 

had devised, and fed back to the adult panel whether or not they felt that the candidate was 

appointable, and why.  

Having Fun! - Some of the young people attended the Youth Festival 

celebrating National Youth Work Week engaging in the activities 

there and joining the silent disco. The group also went ice skating 

and some of the group attended the borough-wide Christmas Party, 

as a part of Youth Service HAF Christmas activities.  

 

 

Junior Zone 

Corporate Parenting Board - The December CPB was held on the same night as a junior zone 

session, so the juniors joined in with the icebreaker at the beginning of the meeting, and chatted 

with professionals sharing their thoughts and feelings. 

Activities - The young people have worked on an art project with artists involved in the town hall 

project. The aim of the project is to create something that sums up their experience of Rochdale 

and something that describes them. The completed artwork will be displayed in the Bright Hall at 

Rochdale Town Hall.  
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The young people have engaged well with this project, they have traced patterns from the Town 

Hall onto hands, they have made clay ornaments using leaves and sticks, and then have painted 

them. The final session to complete the project is scheduled to be in January.  

The young people at the group have also joined in with STEM activities and other art activities such 

as salt painting, and making Christmas cards. 

Having Fun! - The young people enjoyed Halloween party where they played games and carved 
pumpkins and we combined the Christmas party with an art session which gave it a different focus.  
New young people have joined the group and it has been good to see the group bond through 

team building activities which the young people have enjoyed and engaged really well with them.  
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What’s coming up in the next term? 

Rochdale Borough Youth Cabinets: 

 Contribute to Children and Young People’s Plan 

 Making your Mark North West 

 Youthforia 

 Website training 

 Township Meetings for Ballot Bins 

 Bee Heard 

 Greater Manchester Youth Combined Authority 

 ENRYP Blood Donation and White Ribbon Campaigns 

 Holocaust Memorial Day 

 Work Experience Meeting with Zen Internet 

Rochdale Borough Children’s Council: 

 Crown Green Bowling Flyer Competition 

 Holocaust Memorial Day 

 Input to Children and Young People’s Plan 

 School survey for Mental Health Support 

 Trying new foods of different countries and cultures 

 Start of Children’s Champion Elections 

Cared for Groups: 

 Corporate Parenting Board Meetings  

 Chinese New Year Celebrations 

 Textile Art Project  

 Team Building & Cooking Activities  

 LGBT History Month Activities and Awareness  

 Half Term Film Night  

 Photography Project  

 Corporate Strategy Planning Day 

 Cared for Children Ambassadors to be a part of Young People’s Plan Meeting 

 Regional C4C meeting- 28th January 2023 
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How we worked with young people? 
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